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ORIGIN OP SEHiVTa CIVIL LIBjiRTIES IinTiitiTIGATlON (193^) 
( LaFolletto-Thomas Conimitte-J ) 






TIb Senate investigation of Violations of Free Speech 
and Labor RijJits, diaired by Robt, m, LaFollette, Jr., v/hich held 
hearincs I 93 ^> ^ is still considered by labor txnlons as the 

most effective F.;doral investijjation ever made in behalf of labor. 
Its ^ " 
in 



>st effective F.;doral investijjation ever made in behalf of labor, 
:.s 5-foot shelf of trandcripts .invi reports is still,(I952,'S cited 
1 government proceedinfs, courts, etc. ^ 



It was .-m outgro'.vth of the just-enacted vVa;.' 7 Ter Act which 
I had helped vr i.te /as As.siatrmt Clia ir.iv j-]imclor Chairmrui './ngnor otlXt 

f;L_rst nntiontu. labor hoard . kr- :x ntaf r^:-’onbcr of the fiatloivl 

£a6 or~Roiatlons ^Q.-jrd ( .•a~nc.. r .'»otT 1 Initj.ate d d ie LaFo llfll to "goni- 
mit tee and vv.as its ijlaunur f.jr fou>‘ yoar .s. " • 

On ce _lt r.ot .'Tinf: th e Senate Committee lied the quiet sup- / 
p ort^f Ires. Hooseyelt . A .dUilB ftoni aTehc"' expressed fhA — / 

attitude (about 193 b, prcsf;;nt I’reasui'y pe 5 >le , I.lorgcnthavi, Oliphant 
etc) as follows: "Every tipt the Latfr Board encounters heavy opjiosi- 
tion, that Senate Committee talces tlu/ heat off it. It runs continual ,/f 
interference for the 3oa.rd. It, with tlie Board ^ the Supreme Court V/ 
is establishing the V/agner Act." That was part of the original pla^i. 
The Committee glso aided greatly the grov.'th of a rejuvenated labor 
unionism, growing by the millions. That was tte second part of tlie 

i^ 6 ^^ • It struck directly at tlie latent fascism in American 
capitalism. That was the idea's third part. 

The Senate Committee investigated (a) systems of organi- 
zod prof ess lonal n t•.r^^fehran i-t 
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^vDj tne ^practiae of orj^anized industria l espion- 
iHM.c-.ir.nn1 c.onc.,qT-nc, Rnd nriv He svstemd ! htihd yhrljl AV 

sudi concer ng di s s olve d; (c) plant arsenal^ sbekad with hen 
- TTTrs-rxz 4 . laD-^- - ~ ■ ' ■ 



— ^ ox ooijg.^ w x uu neavy we apon 

crush labor; the munitions comnamea n>H t" thar. 
business; (d) do^y aneriri' svstgntM r.A h PfeV ent union oTp^anrSeTE Inn 
®*S« -itui’xaii Co. itv . . steel towns* etc*? mn 



( d) w aiiuimr 

fake^oipiMns 
labor; siml 









misuseo fpolTco 



I '■! ..^^w w,„wwv> . g, y y j L ^ t 

t ionax ii^ucatlonal ^<BgpUQf et c ; fascis t-n:lncl 0 d 

lt; i , ItB]n r"^tc/; the 3 e~ were- 'c^r^ curbed: vx ; nuiau^ ux poj ice 

powUi'iT7 B. g- 7 "qiiimgu l-tm ilWrUT Pd.v lllk BU uuru . igp ;^mui pihlgt r 3 e 3 ' "losf 
a--bi't£rLn mum OTIll)idLO itiV 6 m ‘ ^mW ‘ ^er"made -hy-^ ^^ 
grean strike (Little Stec 1 ; in wnicn an those practises were involv- 
ed ; sTie ex was ^iStl mately organized oomplete'i (h)-dpeclal inst anTJ^^s nr 
vlo ldlluilLI-ui U.jfe'ueP Act tmd Of Huh vldUfi T - civil llberti^ ' T ' ^m ^li^/rs 

vAiibh IIUIT (n'fbnt el reft t; — - — -X 

— 

!7 \ 

4 4.4 T ^.30 i nvestigations were t imed to coincide with the or- ' 

ga nlaatlon of^dUlv^ jmm iX i- l es , e.g, um, in aut(^’,~ 3 tedl. - tilnubrle - 
alumlnmn. rubber, se m e co al. o Lc. Tnia luuk cunra ye-ftrid— 
routtid lieiviest subterranean oppodl Limi. Ih 5 Committee had two dc- 
lenses. First it proceeded on a predetermined plan. Independent of 
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B.d hoc suggestions from unions or mybocly. Second^ 0^ ,j of all the Com- 
mittee testimony "came from thu nccusod", i.e. from the offending in- 
dustrialists, their files or agents, etc. 

I load had the plan in mind for years and laid it bsfore the 
new KLHB (Madden, Carmody, Smith) as they took office in Aug. 1935* 

Tliey were skeptical not believing that "starting a Senate investiga- 
tion was Board business," They finally said that if I tix ought I could 
do it I could try. They gave nr. no help, ipt^ven a secretary at first. 
Later they backed mo strongly, especially <kuf5nody. Public record of 
the origin is in the preliminary Senate Conunitteo Hearings, April I-IO 
1936 v/hero I introduced the testimony and my v/itnesses and closed the 
hearings with a nuxnbor of analyses and other documents. Those v;ere the 
hearings on v/hich tlie Senate voted tiie investigation in June. Another 
record is the House investigation of iiLUB, April l9i|D, page 498 , which 
adds the dates of the originating- memos tn which NLRB acted. Sept, 12 
and 20, 1935 . 

Another record is tho NLRB field conference Juno 1938 at 
which I expql/ined what NLRB was to do for the Committee and argued the 
reasons for^t, to meet NLRB legal objections. First the Senate Com, 
could tackle ^ whole sal e^ labor spying otc interfering with the adminis- 
tration of tlie Act vhich NLRB could only tate up piecemeal in isolated 
cases. Second "to establish tbis new great pyramid of a social law 
you couldnt get far by trying to stand it on its point, on narrow 
existent legal pi’e cedents; you liad to send up to tho Supreme Goui’t 
test a flood of new precedents, growing out of administration and 
out of public consciousness of industrial conditions, and that the 
Senate could do far beyond tiio effect of limited 3ILRB hearings." 

- That part of tie original plan was just what did hap]>en. - Chair- 
man Madden closed .that conference by recounting the origins, - 
adding that "not tiie least reraarJcablc tlxing of ITB's v;ork was that it 
was a single-handed job" - and announcing tiiat I would be in charge 
of RLRb cooperation v/ltb the Seru3tc lomnitee. 



The first that Senator Lafollette knew of the plan was in 
tho following personal infonnnl letter fi'omn^^tc^£c^Bg£j|_^_2_JL335 (not 
hitherto published): (he wa.s in Wisconsin 

Dear Bob: 

I retd u word of advice. 

You were a power in passing the ..agner Act, I 
predicted to this Board that a by-pr*oduct of th. Act 
would be increased activities on the part of undercover 
agencies, in tho v/ay of espionage and disruption of un- 
ions, Tlie Board found in its very first large cases the 
trail of Pinkerton’s, Railv;ay Audit and Inspection, A. A, 
A)incr, etc. In short the ancient aixl honorable national 
system of espionage and strikebreaking ap;/ears now in 
the light of lavi-breakers of the .Vagner Act. 

As you Icnow, we have never in twenty years had 
a Senatorial Investigation, despite many cbmnnds, of tills 
system. How can 'm get It V V/hile not speaking officially 

the ARCH, 
and 

WAYN^S-r 
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I think that this i'ioard will bo ready before lont; to 
make a for:ual request for such an invor.tigation. 

My idea would be a apeciol Senatorial Oommi-ttse 
with powers, oo far I have broached the subject to no 
Senator. It's a.'_ain a case of (•oinc first to Bob La 
Folletto, for advico as to how to go abo\xt it, whom 
beside yourself to soo, how to set it up with as lit- 
tle noise as possibli? and yst it tlirouyh, - the objective 
bo inp a complete tnnr-in) of labor espionane, sTx'lJU 
br^ aJce^^mia stri ke munition cosipanies , and til oil' hook- 

up vxij ;^^.Ji^£hJ^-piacea xer.ai aefendors. 

Please fff^op mb” a line ( to''tliii3 dlfi’lce, marked 
"personal") of s.dvice. 

With all good wishes, cordially. 



KB;fam 



I savx him vdien 






La FolLette not enouiii interested to writ e 
a Conr.r 03 3 assembled in Jan. 1936. l^irst T sav my 
. rBTUina ino lum of ^ e._invest ir.atlon I had UTEeiT 

idea. 




^ lir 

usT""“the tiiTng^ 



I and e^ prai^ wh|St 
23kT 



tnift 1 tine i^ eT ^^ B ur 

inber of the Senate Labor Committee. We 



- — i.yras!». — , 

)ecause he v/as not a mejnl 

talked of LaPollette; V/a(-ner said **Ideal. 1*11 talk to hhn. Bob 
needs something of this kind, to get reelected.’* LaPollette asked 
what was behind my letter, the plnn, and was it '*NLRB official?*' 

He approved but said it , si.ich a c omii \ i 1 1 e e , would JP ^ -&P “ 
pointed by the Senate majority leader ( Robins on 

was not a member of the niajorlty would help at it. 

talked of Sena. tor Hugo Black Tmt v/nen I saw him he approved aid 
v/ould have nothing to do v/ith it "I cant afford to have the reputa- 
tion of bf^ng a perpetual investigator'* though he would vote for it. 

I proposed to Iho two Bobs an old friend Senator Costigan of Colo., 
who agreed to give me a final answer, and tas stricken that very day 
v/ith mortal illness. Back to LaPollette v/ho at last got too senators/ 
to be fellow members (Elbert Thomas of Utah, who developed into one '/ 
of the staunchest liberals in the senate, and Kiirphy of Iowa, v/ho 
was killed in an accident in midsummer of * 36 ). LaPollette mean- 
while was being urged to take up sp 0 :ific civil liberties cases; he 
‘’married the tv/o“ in the resolution ^vhich he wrote and introduced in 
March * 36 . V/hen I suggested it was to sweeping, without time limit, 
as to arouse mavimum opposition ^aPollette said “All I know is this 
is the only kind of Invest igatlof? that v/ould be worth v/hlle.“ Events 
proved I v/as wrong; LaPollette was dead right. He said everythii^g 
v/ould depend on the preliminary hoai'^ings, “whether you have stuff to 
present that v/ill impress the senate. I have just been told by an old 
friend that if you say you have sUiff, you do have it . “ (Later I 
learned that the pld friend v/ho spoke to me and to LaPollette at the 
right time v/as Charles V/* Ervin). 

^Vjv>. Weanv/hilo I had completed my case (a) fi'om NLUB files, and 

digging. Regional Dlroctoi* Clint Golden was the greatest helpj and (b) 
direct from unions, John Lewis had said "Pine idea. Cant be done, 
we've demanded tills of CongBeos for years, they wont do it. But if 
you want it will help, ^ Sidney Illllmtin - .. .. 






of approved skepti- 




callg^ 3aj.d hi 3 union had no datn to help. Sec. _Davi 3 on of l.lLhlnl 

3o clTyTr es Tnowar^ ol' ^ 

work _n n 
to 

3heot. S m "*y resolutions: Ed. Levinson .4iov;od me proof 

Sr?^o? tt hie union puaited on^that 

r resolution v/luch was passed. I drafted n nuestionnalrc 

=■<=''* out to ,ai milono for dat„. (ino) dunto'uy 
‘ O'-’ I' OD'OSOll U. r w,,,,;„o,. ,,„t „„ 

-^1 JL* / V T’n I 1 1 «5 r»M ‘hn • in ir . n rrr i- 1 ^ >?•»-» . 1 - 1^-v ••!-« 4- i. • . • * m ^ 

^O ihx.n.tji tjK.- .’>e;i.''.t J CJoinnittoo, 



7T — - ■ 1 °na V. OUJU | ,i»u jlU Uu »<wr 3 o did Pres. IIowarT 

yp_[^aphical. Jpnn i^.aeJjt»Ui ol host orv .jrinraroe i,cvo4- t- rrc 

^ ^ ^ Proau*^^ ^reotTlS T AJt ' L snid "' T nm TT 

fnL ; :'.^5 > ?.’?■' P'”"’ “•■' I 'ii'< fti ’ 



niuiij.5»x; jxirty^v/hicli ntill opvi 

since 1934 ^ refused .to Iiav. a^r.nin; 
lor* reasons which they f*.;:v»;. ) 



h J .^ Lri.** ollot I;e ^ot a liecrin ilati.j sosuduoiil'*’’ l.hnl* 0hn*7 

reSl? at "ri'uliin. - up there unless ' th; "sonato* would 

really act. I huiTied to Ln-'ollctl.e who said "You and your Board 

I mu^t^rii'"''-’ oclod' to,norro\/. I hope you do have^stuff. But 

^ tuis, uecauso you arc an old personal friend and I 

dont w.nnt you personally disappointed. »e cant rot ti'is rJsolu?To; 

no-r\?e'ri^"^ ^’■^7 a foundation for possibilities 

p:sena OffiLli^^ 

decided LaPollette was wron-; by tlie coldest analysis I could make 
l^.tiiTigw^^ I told Madden the opportunity’ was now but I ® 

k'c I^St f f Mcht a,uTi,»La 

1 ^ ^6" t’ays, tlx) rress front-parimr the testi- 

mony Aere ewn senators could read it, ’.Varner said ^b'l r^t 

SiLSsf “Fd’" 

of tho Coimnltteeia 27^1n* stl?Slons''ln h'Z Pl“nt In 26 

mittees ever rivalled No Hi +■ ^ anaard which fev/ other com- 

iut^rdit ^u“ 

covert. ■fte^ S''art°of ‘l,cKc?lrtf'”’ '?■’?’'“*'■■> ■»= very encat but \1 
tost than most people know tiv Kiomas was put to more severe ' 

Wind-up Of 
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is piling up 30 that if I an to remain as a senator v;e have rot to 
cot ready to call it a day." I ventured to poinl^ tlie imionse popu- 
larity ho was achieving but ho said "Ui.: votes yin arc reforrinr to 
not in ..is,»nsin." In I939 after tlir dlshnartcnin- opposition 
proposed lecislation he said "Iviy friends have word of a 
yl, 000, 000. slush fund to defeat me, widespread contributions, and 
1 have not 2 thin dimes." when in I9i|.0 a i|.0,000 majorit'^ in the 
Milwaukee district reelected him 1b and I danced a ji<- in his ofrice- 

experience I had the vVisconsin" 

solid labor vote. I said "Then the investii^ation did it," to which 
ho anrood. But it was not a wide luarpin. 

C 0 IJCLU 3 I 0 NS: Tvo thincs stand out in Lids hiatoirv. (To in- 

t^prot this frank account as an "I-ctory" would be to miss the point) 

1 irot the importance of a tiny minority. Second tlioir utter unim- 
portance unless tlB climate of the country - public opinion - is 
with them. Iho minority, with sound pl-^ns, richtly timed, can use 
v/hat powers tliey have to cfit mud: ibr the majority whose political 
powers are unor/^iinizecl, 

Seiiatc Committee; was in tlii proved minority tradi- 

Bl??k ‘'T LaPollette,_^., Senators ll^is, 

Plack, Tom Walsh and */lieolor of i.ontana., etc - the lone tribime^of 

the poopie wlio uses his office to tlie full for the common rood. It 
cncoimtercd 1933-35 in eettinc his Act passed; he 
fi^h? I v/111 rise on the floor and 

^2 vho will speak against 

mo’ c acainst.) "he senate majority had no 

tin-^aL^^M but opposition wa.s confined to cut- 

mi riboons. Outside opnositinn. to the lom- 

mittee clinaxod in Fob. I937 during Uie a-itl ca 1 m-ot^ atl ons to 

latioSs^^f th^° sit-down strilres. Day after day the Oominittoo reve - 
mnii M practises of General iiotors - such as that their 

mill! n dollar espionage included apyin,', on tho As.it. Sec. of Labor 

in toe strike settleiBnt battles? SuSenly 

nea.rings liavini, hoen told Ib v/os interfer- . 
Detroit. I yov him to plionc Gov. Murphy 
conducting those oegotiations who said "voOr hear-ings arc the rreat- 

^ days ;4e;ai Mo?o5s^b- 

?d®itr 2 i?n? settled. In a fortnigJU too Comlttee announc- 

steol reco^nlLn S U.B. Steel. Hir^ht on that date U.S. 

o-ceei ro cognized tb union and 3i[rned up. 

th(i ^nate o f the country approv- 

the Comltteo-f work a Lep by step, ' i ' h^ 

tr^ steel seaaiemorit the ^-iour L VAllfla tCtt 
oij^l L lbjsrTO^^ and i tiost^soITdly abo^dtrnr— ^ 
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. ^03Tc>CRIPT TO MiaiO. ON OiHUIN OP SENATE CIVIL LliJrUTIES 
INVESTIGATION, I93r>'-!|.0 

'Hio pro ceding account outlinof/ tho main lino of the ' 
Senate Inve sticatlon as an outgrovrth of tho Wagnor Act (NLF<3) 
and traces its effects, through the exposure of industrialists' 
methods, upon tho collective bargaining settlements in autos 
and steel, and some coal (Harlan Co. and the steel captive mines) 
and upon the Supreme Court validation of the Wagner Act, Apr 12 
1937. In diort its contributory effects, a].ong with the other * 
named factors, upon the q^read of unionism from 3,000,000 

12,000,000 at the outbreak of ti e war 

4- 4 -.4 Senate investigation main objective was tho indus- 

trialists' 'under -cover" system for combatting and controllin/r 
labor - its secret organized ^ying on labor, its professional 
strikebreaking and privately paid\olice" forces, its control 
snd public police bodies, its hidden propaganda 
machinery for using "citizen committeos" and public opinion. 
Mention has been made of the earlier Interchurch Steel Strike 
investigation, I9l9-23» v/hlch I directed, and whose findings I 
of course used in initiating tho Senate investigation. Particu- 
larly tho Interc^^ Reports chapters' on steel espionage, the 
iirst detailed study ever made, were serviceable in 1935. 

, , I had a still earlier source of information (which 

if published though I have told some people 

Bpylns etc 

my colleagues used to ask "Blarfc, was this a lucicy guess? Even 
with your Interchurch stuff how did you suspect this was such n 

oenators that it v/as no guess* 



.< 

tLl 

X 



take a commission with the General 
,^'^taff to organize the use of leaflets is against 12- e morale of 
L-,^emy troops (^d civilians), chiefly by Slling ou? "?/S alSs" 

® possibly peaceful world trough Wll- 
I was sent to Pershin 's GHQ 
^.^d ooraiTianddd that operation. (I was supposed to bo some sort of 
- ^ropean political expert”; I knev/ enough of what I wanted that I 
. v/brked e.g. on the founding of Cze choslo^ia. I was thS office^ 

ho reached he^i ??L 

^ ^hJ General Staff, etc. etc. Masaryk was 

^In r» v/ith whom I ever vjorked closely* In 

one or his htl^orsir^ 

lEcnoo brap.. ioolina v,lth labbb.”T!mt 



t'.onei’oi Gtr.rr Confc.r encc s nnd I foUp.l nv^ni r . /.f i--i« • « < a. 

some tilin'/ tl-at I viowecl vn-tl- spcV f at 

made It morr, ttm, o squint r.C on f ^ 

tt’"" °’'’ 

M ius€S!€€TS:r 



wd auc'!? ."n.l aiich unicr.a v/er.t not 
intclli/;cncc officer?: thou?:jit I va 



:!U oyc rr. i V O. " .?}y 'ioujiter- 

neive rnd, g;ci lid. nod thoir 



filoe nt lo^th. Lar.xl- tte.” 'vorr rr’^, i vS-:* " ., 

(F.ii.i.) and I v,Ti 3 told that tiu.-so '•or'I,.;!.; 

from the midor-cov'^r i’eporl.r. of th.; -r. nt corporations "’ ThesI 
exDorionccd of'f'icer'- •’Tin "oii x. f P'-'J '-i- 10113. liiese 

or'lceepinc tracOc of ' their labor systems 

pnco raid e,o Dept, of Just i efond ^ ley" 

if 

io£°S;' • 

union .«.,,ons ,«ne tiln, snfostt.r“‘’S:b“io^lnfsr'?o^’'l‘p:S^:? 



si t “ta'IJSfSnt e°t ith ’ cSStB?-Inte i’i i^t^lT ot™ , ^ r»sS^o 

^ay with „y cm work (whld> was over§tS,°C^y 

and ]mav that it waf nTtl^wirtf^^*^ nefarious under-covor system, 

Eot a ohance M? Sat a- £;d ?? f f ^ tvoj 

the Interchurch investiratlon^tu^ « ^ culd. I coL one chance with 

Toaay the main body of that bdslnesshrjr'ttt? >«ll'‘des1?oyeT“‘-^ 

on labor end^^l™lr\Si®\eSeMy°??„rnS? ^="' »■'>" ’’P^nE 

were essential ImpiemeSs of ?^e“n I Sfit L 
many at the very time HusaoHn «ao C ? ^ Italy and Ger- 

trialists and tLy hL- ardiriH?i^^°^'°r"^-- American Indus- 

in the . 30 .slfor TO m ajds^reat^i '■'ushlnEton 

trialiats' hands such woanom co-,4!? •-’trikin.c; from our indus- 
beginninc to show their hand*ln bow many quasi-fn.ccists wore 

'30 's. The Senate r ">''f'-iets of the 

direction of a Job that no Lien ^^o Tv, steered in the 

the hurrah an-alnst "r-vi 4- 1 Ilibllc opinion despite all 

ete. sa,'. th ‘'JaS^er lotfs ™7T "oo'«unistlo CIO”; 

the long-drawn out work was slmDlv^thst ^'-tfufsltteo, hy part in 
searcher (yiho found a more favn-n^v.!^ that of tlio experienced re- 
than exi^s in 1952 .^ liable climate in Roosevelt's daya 



Blanke nhorn 



